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The Khabele School, 801 Rio Grande St., 
296-9558, freestylelanguagecenter.com
 
THE WINDSOR PLAYERS (Through 
Dec. 18) Looking to perfect your craft 
or just have a little fun? These monthly 
play readings are the perfect oppor-
tunity to experience theater without 
the pressures of a big stage or large 
audience. Each month, members 
choose which play to read for the next 
month. Austin Public Library–Windsor 
Park Branch, 5833 Westminster Drive, 
974-9840, library.austintexas.gov
 
JESSICA DUPUY (Nov. 1) Jessica 
Dupuy, freelance writer and author 
of Uchi: The Cookbook, will sign cop-
ies of her new project, The Salt Lick 
Cookbook, chronicling the story behind 
Driftwood’s world-famous barbecue 
restaurant and its owner Scott Roberts. 
See page 94 for more on The Salt Lick’s 

other written works to an audience 
on the third Friday of every month. 
Shared works are not critiqued, 
making this evening a relaxing way 
to simply listen to what others have 
to say. Austin Public Library–Twin Oaks 
Branch, 1800 S. Fifth St., 974-9980, 
library.austintexas.gov
 
MYSTERY BOOK CLUB (Through Dec. 
5) Share your thrill for chills at the 
Austin Public Library’s monthly meet-
up of mystery enthusiasts on the first 
Wednesday of the month. Austin Public 
Library–Spicewood Springs Branch, 8637 
Spicewood Springs Road, 974-3800, 
library.austintexas.gov
 
LANGUAGE CLASSES (Through Dec. 
18) Drop in and brush up your conver-
sational skills in Spanish, French, Por-
tugese or Italian while socializing with 
new friends. Freestyle Language Center, 

Branch, 1800 S. Fifth St., 974-9980,                   
library.austintexas.gov

POETRY WORKSHOP (Ongoing) 
Whether you’re into the clever wordplay 
of Shakespearean sonnets or the pas-
sionately invigorating craftsmanship of 
Wordsworth, channel your inner poet at 
this workshop on the third Thursday of 
every month. Barnes & Noble–Arboretum, 
10000 Research Blvd., 418-8985, bn.com
 
RHYTHMS WITH GIDI (Ongoing) 
Find your own unique rhythm in this 
beginner African drum class that com-
bines traditional drumming techniques 
and percussion styles every Saturday. 
George Washington Carver Museum and 
Cultural Center, 1165 Angelina St., 974-
4926, austintexas.gov
 
SHARE YOUR STORIES (Ongoing) 
Read your short stories, poems or any 

Spider House, 2908 Fruth St., 480-9562, 
austinslam.com
 
BLANTON BOOK CLUB (Ongoing)  
Explore the unique relationship 
between art and literature at the 
museum’s book club, where every 
third Thursday of the month a book 
is paired with a current exhibition 
and discussed. This month’s selec-
tion, Buddha by Karen Armstrong, 
is chosen in conjunction with the 
Into the Sacred City exhibit. The 
Blanton Museum of Art, 200 E. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Blvd., 471-7324,                            
blantonmuseum.org

CAFÉ AU LIT (Ongoing) Join other 
literary lovers over coffee on the first 
of every month to discuss the books 
you are currently reading and find out 
what others are reading at the same 
time. Austin Public Library—Twin Oaks 

Pure Poetry (NOV. 2)

M
aya Angelou’s list of accomplishments, awards and job titles is as 
long as it is expansive. To sum it up: She is a best-selling author, poet, 
actress, singer, professor and civil rights activist best known for her 

moving and controversial autobiography of her early life, I know Why 
the Caged Bird sings. At 84, the legendary renaissance woman continues 
to work, write and lecture, serving as Wake Forest University’s Reyn-
olds Professor of American Studies. In the past year she helped open a 
women’s health center in North Carolina in addition to wrapping up her 
32nd book. This month she speaks at the Paramount Theatre about her 
fascinating life and the wisdom she’s picked up along the way. Paramount 
Theatre, 713 Congress Ave., 472-5470, austintheatre.org

You’ve done so many things being a performer, director, writer and activ-
ist—which of those achievements makes you the most proud? 
I couldn’t say one makes me more proud than the other. There is nothing 
so splendid as to be thanked by one’s peers, and each award is a ‘thank 
you,’ and I am grateful. 

 How are you constantly evolving as an artist?   
Well, I’ve just finished my 32nd book. I write screenplays and television 
plays and lots of lyrics for songs for different people, so I continue to work 
at it and know that not everything I write is going to be a masterpiece. But I 
am trying for it, and I forgive myself when I don’t do it. 

You opened the Maya Angelou Center for Women’s Health and Wellness in 
North Carolina this year. Why is that an important issue for you?   
The playing field is not even. There is more money spent in research for 
male ailments than there is for female ailments. So this is primarily to do 
preventive medicine that is to encourage women to be their own best friend. 

It seems like women’s health is a particularly contentious issue recently; 
what are your thoughts on this year’s election?   
Well, I think President Obama has shown us his feeling about women, and 
I like the fact that he has daughters [laughs] so he has got to be particularly 
sensitive to women’s health and women’s care. 

What’s your impression of Austin, and what do you like to do here?   
Well, Austin is exciting! I like to visit a friend, and I go to eat, mostly Tex-
Mex, because Spanish is one of my languages, and I love to go and talk to 
the people and hear those accents.  —kIMyA kAvehkAR
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