
have you had any interesting 
run-ins with spirits? One of the 
first times I was giving a tour, I 
was at Buffalo Billiards. In my pe-
ripheral vision, I see this shadow 
along the side of the wall. I glance 
over, and there’s nothing there. 
I asked people on the tour, “Did 
you see something unusual?” 
They said they’d seen a shadow 
walk and stand right there. 

has anyone ever been so 
scared they’ve had to leave a 
tour? It’s happened. I don’t un-
derstand it because to me, ghosts 
are people, too, just in a different 
form. They’re truly the physi-
cally impaired. There are times 
when people refuse to walk into 
a room. I can’t fault them for it if 
they feel something. 

what’s your favorite location 
on your tours? The Driskill. 
There was a young woman who 
stayed there when her fiancé 
called off their wedding. She 
went shopping, spent $30,000 
on his credit card, went to her 
room, put a “Do Not Disturb” 
sign on her door, took a pistol 
into the bathtub and ended her 
life. Guests see her walking down 
the hallway wearing all white and 
carrying shopping bags. 

Any tips for telling a good 
story? Before telling any story, 
love what you’re telling. I’ve al-
ways loved ghost stories, so that’s 
where the passion comes from.  

 J          
ohn Maverick isn’t out to 
scare people. Instead, he 
wants to inform and enter-
tain. When he’s not working 

as a magician, he’s captivating 
audiences with spooky tales of 
the city’s haunted past as a tour 
guide with Austin Ghost Tours. 
(He also just recently opened an 
aerial yoga studio with his wife.) 
Having come from a long line of 
storytellers and history buffs, it’s 
no wonder this third-generation 
Austinite knows a thing or two 
about giving people goosebumps. 


