
L
ooking for the perfect coffee 
table on Craigslist? Just let 
Maxine do the work. The 
30-year-old ESL teacher, 

who chooses to remain anony-
mous (thus, no last name), scours 
the online classifieds site for the 
best home furnishings and then 
aggregates the ads on her blog, 
Thou Shall Craigslist. Launched 
in October 2011, the blog has 
garnered attention for its ease of 
use and quality of items, and it’s 
made Maxine a bit of a star. But 
unlike other Internet sensations, 
she prefers to leave her identity 
unknown. “I think the people 
who like my blog like it for what 
it is,” she says. “I have no interest 
in people knowing who I am.”

What was the inspiration for 
your blog? I wanted to start 
something new, so I sat down one 
day and within 10 minutes I had  
a name and started it. It was 
pretty easy. I got most of the fur-
niture for my house on Craigslist, 
so I knew that I could make it 
simple for people in Austin to use 
because I had used it. 

Why do you think your blog 
has caught on? I make the pro-
cess of going to someone’s house 
and buying a table easier. I’m not 
anti-Craigslist because what they 
do is very valuable, but I think 
people recognize that I save them 
a lot of time. It’s more window-
shopping rather than searching. 

How do you go about choosing 
the items? It’s not based on my 
taste. I just trust my instincts and 
make quick decisions on whether 
or not to post an ad. It’s definitely 
not about what I would person-
ally want because there’s a variety 
of different styles.

Any plans to expand your 
searching to other cities? 
People have asked me to do one 
for San Francisco and Dallas, or 
they ask if there’s a site for their 
town. I politely tell them that, 
unfortunately, this is really only 
for people in Austin.  


